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Mayor Dixon Launches Safe Streets Weekend

Baltimore, MD (June 13, 2008) — Mayor Sheila Dixon joined the Baltimore City Health
Department’s Office of Youth Violence Prevention to announce the City’s first Safe Streets
Weekend. The goal is to inform the city about public health efforts to reduce gun violence.

Safe Streets is based on the effective CeaseFire Chicago model developed at the University of
Illinois School of Public Health. Safe Streets works with community-based organizations to
develop and implement strategies to reduce and prevent violence, particularly shootings and
killings. The model relies on outreach workers, faith leaders, and other community leaders to
intervene in conflicts, or potential conflicts, to and promote alternatives to violence.

Safe Streets is currently being implemented by the Living Classrooms Foundation in the
McElderry Park and Ellwood Park communities of East Baltimore, and by Communities
Organized to Improve Live (C.O.l1.L.) in the Union Square community of Southwest Baltimore.
Coordinators are active in these communities, bringing mediation, educational and employment
services to at-risk individuals. In the past year, over 50 outreach events have taken place, and as
a result, the number of shootings and homicides has dropped.

“Safe Streets is a public health effort to reduce shootings and killings,” said Mayor Dixon. “This
effort demonstrates that everyone has a role to play in making Baltimore safer.”

“In Baltimore, homicide is the leading cause of death in adolescents and young adults,” said Dr.
Joshua M. Sharfstein, Commissioner of the Baltimore City Health Department. “Safe Streets
represents a significant opportunity for Baltimore communities to reduce violence by changing
behavior, a key strategy in public health.”

Safe Streets Weekend Events

Saturday June 14, 2008:

Noon - 8:00 p.m. Safe Streets Southwest
Block Party & Barbeque
Unit Block of South Carrollton Ave
Baltimore, MD 21223



3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Sunday June 15, 2008:

Beginning at 9:45 a.m.

Beginning at 11:00 a.m.

Beginning at 11:30 a.m.

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Safe Streets East

Community Celebration & Barbeque
Ellwood Park

410 North Curley Street

Baltimore, MD 21205

Safe Streets Southwest Sermon of Peace at
Monroe Street United Methodist Church
400 South Monroe Street

Baltimore, MD 21223

Safe Streets Southwest Sermon of Peace at
The River at Revival Christian Ministries
24 South Fulton Street

Baltimore, MD 21223

Safe Streets Southwest Sermon of Peace at
Lion of Judah Praise Temple

1201 West Baltimore Street

Baltimore, MD 21223

Safe Streets East

Prayer Walk

Beginning at St. Wenceslaus Church
2111 Ashland Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21205
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