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New Study Shows Baltimore Cigarettes More Likely  
To Cause Fires Than Cigarettes Sold In New York 

 
 
Baltimore, MD October 9, 2007 – The Baltimore City Health Department is releasing a study 
conducted by investigators at the Harvard School of Public Health showing that cigarettes sold in 
Baltimore are more likely to ignite fires than cigarettes sold in New York and several other states 
that have implemented fire safety standards. 
 
At the request of the Baltimore City Health Department, investigators at Harvard tested five 
brands of cigarettes purchased in Baltimore City.  This study found that nearly 100% of the 
cigarettes sold in Baltimore pose a significant fire risk.  By comparison, similar testing has found 
that cigarettes sold in New York are substantially less likely to ignite a fire. 
 
Harvard also released a visual comparison showing that Baltimore cigarettes burn all the way 
down to the end, while cigarettes sold in Vermont self-extinguish, reducing the risk of fires. 
 
On May 22, 2007, a fire on Cecil Avenue killed eight Baltimore residents, including five 
children.  Fire investigators determined that the cause of the fire was a cigarette.  The Baltimore 
City Health Department requested the Harvard study in the wake of this determination. 
 
“It is clear that cigarettes sold in Baltimore still pose an unnecessary fire risk,” said Dr. Joshua 
M. Sharfstein, Commissioner of Health.   
 
“The longer it takes to fix this problem, the more we run the risk of needless fires and deaths in 
our city,” said Fire Chief William J. Goodwin, Jr. 
 
The Maryland legislature passed a fire safety standard for cigarettes that begins to take effect on 
July 1, 2008.  However, full implementation is likely to take several months.   
 
The law permits tobacco companies to sell cigarettes meeting fire-safety standards sooner than 
July 1, 2008.  The Harvard study demonstrates that the companies are not doing so at this time. 
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