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Health Department Releases Proposed Rules for Public Review and Comment

Baltimore, MD (February 2, 2007) — The Health Department is posting for public review and
comment two proposed rules on (1) exotic, farm, and other animals; and (2) fees when issuing
Maryland state lead certificates. The proposed regulations can be found through the Health
Department’s new website at http://www.baltimorehealth.org.

The proposed rules on exotic, farm, and other animals were developed in response to citizen
complaints about unsanitary conditions, noise, and the Health Department’s concern about the
potential of emerging infectious diseases. The proposed rules would prohibit city residents from
keeping certain types of animals as pets, including bats, venomous reptiles, and bears. The rules
would also set standards for keeping other types of animals, including chickens, pigeons, and
pot-bellied pigs.

The proposed rule on lead certificates permits the Health Department to charge landlords a
modest fee sufficient to cover costs. Under the proposal, landlords may request a waiver for
financial hardship.

Comments on the two rules will be accepted through Friday, March 2, 2007.
Comments on the proposed rules for exotic pets should be directed to Assistant Commissioner

Olivia Farrow at Environmental Health, 210 Guilford Avenue, ond floor, Baltimore MD 21202.
Olivia.Farrow(@baltimorecity.gov

Comments on the proposed rule for lead certificates should be directed to Assistant
Commissioner Madeleine Shea at Lead Program, 210 Guilford Avenue, nd floor, Baltimore MD
21202. Madeleine.Shea@baltimorecity.gov

After March 2, the Health Department will review the comments before deciding on whether and
how to proceed.
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