
April 19, 2007

Jill 3. Dycken
EnvironmentalHealthScientist
Agencyfor ToxicSubstances& DiseaseRegistry
CenturyCenter
ClairmontRoad
AtlantaGA 30329
FAX: 404.498.0792

DearDr. Dycken,

Today, theBaltimoreCity HealthDepartmentreceivedresultsof soil sample
testingofSwannParkin BaltimoreCity. Theseresultsindicatedarseniclevelsashigh as
2200partspermillion. On thebasisof theseresults,I haveaskedthattheparkbeclosed
to thepublic until furthernotice.

As wehavediscussed,I requestan urgentassessmentof-thehumanhealthrisksof
thesearseniclevelsin thepark. I aminterestedin ATSDR:

(1) characteriZing,to theextentpossible,therisksto humanhealthof exposureto
SwanflPark;

(2) advisingonan appropriatepolicy forhumanuseofthepark;and

(3) advisingon whetherhumanhealthsurveillanceis indicated.

I amalsointerestedin any otherrecommendationsor conclusionsyou mayhave
aboutthesituation. I canfacilitateaccessto informationfor theassessment.

TheMarylandDepartmentof HealthandMentalHygieneandtheMaryland
DepartmentoftheEnvironmentsupportourrequestfor ATSDR’sassistance.

You indicatedthatan initial assessmentwith recommendationscouldbe
conductedwithin severalweeks. Thankyou verymuchfor yourpromptassistancein this
matter.
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I look forwardto working togetheron this importantissue.

Sincerely,

J~ M. Sharfstein,M.D.
CommissionerofHealth


