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What is the goal of the 
profiles?

� Inform: provide data at the neighborhood 
level so that residents can understand the 
health status of their communities

� Inspire: “knowledge is power”, by 
informing, inspire action to create healthy 
neighborhoods



What are the profiles?

� Demographic and health data for each of 55 
Community Statistical Areas (CSAs):
� Age, race/ethnicity, education, income
� Life expectancy
� Years of potential life lost
� Mortality rates
� Leading causes of death
� Birth outcomes
� Lead poisoning

� Most recent data available, averaged over 5 
years for reliability (2002-2006)

� Comparisons of each CSA to the city as a whole





Example report: 
Southern Park Heights















What do the profiles tell us?

� Large variability between neighborhoods



Life expectancy at birth, by neighborhood, Baltimor e City, 2002-2006
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Annual per capita age-adjusted mortality due to hea rt disease, by neighborhood, Baltimore City, 2002-2 006
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Annual per capita age-adjusted mortality due to can cer, by neighborhood, Baltimore City, 2002-2006
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Annual per capita age-adjusted mortality due to HIV /AIDS, by neighborhood, Baltimore City, 2002-2006
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Annual per capita age-adjusted mortality due to hom icide, by neighborhood, Baltimore City, 2002-2006
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What do the profiles tell us?

� Large variability between neighborhoods
� Why?
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Line represents the estimated relationship between median income and life expectancy

For every $10,000 
additional income, 
3.4 additional years 
of life



60
65

70
75

80
85

Li
fe

 e
xp

ec
ta

nc
y 

at
 b

irt
h 

(y
ea

rs
)

10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000
Median household income ($)

Line represents the estimated relationship between median income and life expectancy

At a given income 
level, substantial 
variability



What do the profiles tell us?

� Large variability between neighborhoods

� Why?
� Partly related by community economic resources
� Partly related to other factors

� Need to tailor services to each community’s 
needs



How the reports can be 
used

� To identify community health needs and 
tailor resources to needs 

� To identify neighborhoods to target for 
particular interventions

� To reach out to residents and community 
organizations around health issues in their 
communities

� To guide and justify grant applications 



Dissemination plan

� Sending letters to all 320 neighborhood 
organizations registered with the city with 
links to the reports

� Sending letters to all elected officials (City 
Council, State Assembly, Congress)


