Maternal and Infant Health

Teen Births

Teen Birth Rate: The number of births per 1,000 females age 15-19 years

Importance: Pregnant teenagers are less likely to receive proper prenatal care and therefore more likely to experience poor birth outcomes
compared to older mothers.

National statistic: In 20006, rate of 41.9 live births per 1,000 women aged 15-19 yeats
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e In 20006, the birth rate to Baltimore City teens increased for the first time since 1999.

e The increase occurred primarily among white and Hispanic teens (rates increased by 13% and 22% in these groups re-
spectively) and among older Baltimore City teens (the rate among 18-19 year olds increased by almost 10% while it de-
creased by almost 10% among 15-17 year olds.)
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2006 Source: Baltimore City Health Department analysis of data from the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Vital Statistics Annual Report (2007 data are preliminary and not yet

available by race/ ethnicity). Age-Specific Rates calcnlated using population denominators from CDC Wonder: United States Department of Health and Human Services (US DHHS), Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Center for Health S tatistics (NCHS), Bridged-Race Population Estimates, United States July 15t resident population by state, connty, age, sex,
bridged-race, and Hispanic origin, compiled from 1990-1999 bridged-race intercensal population estimates and 2000-2006 (Vintage 2006) bridged-race postcensal population estimates, on CDC
WONDER Oun-line Database. September 2007. Accessed at http:/ [ nonder.cde.gov/ bridged-race-v2006.html on Jun 28, 2008.
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