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Maternal and Infant Health 

Prenatal Care 
First Trimester Care: Initial visit within first three months of pregnancy 
Importance: Early prenatal care promotes healthy pregnancy and birth outcomes (prevention of birth defects, preterm birth, etc.) 
National statistic: In 2005, 83.9% of mothers received care         Healthy People 2010 goal: 90% 

Percentage of Births to Pregnant Women Receiving Prenatal Care During 
First Trimester, Baltimore City and Maryland 1997-2007
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Baltimore City 79.0% 78.3% 75.9% 74.9% 74.5% 75.0% 73.8% 75.9% 75.2% 76.3% 74.2%

Maryland 88.9% 87.9% 87.0% 86.4% 83.7% 84.1% 83.7% 82.3% 81.3% 80.4% 79.5%

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Source: Maryland Department of  Health and Mental Hygiene, Maryland Annual Vital Statistics Report (2007 data are preliminary).

• In 2007, approxi-
mately three-quarters 
of Baltimore City 
mothers received pre-
natal care during the 
first trimester of preg-
nancy. 
 

• From 1997 to 
2007, the percentage 
of births to mothers 
who received first tri-
mester prenatal care 
decreased by 2% in 
Baltimore City. State-
wide, this percentage 
decreased by 9% . 

Percentage of births to Pregnant Women Receiving Late or No Prenatal Care, 
Baltimore City by Race and Maryland 1997-2007
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Baltimore City All Races 5.5% 5.7% 6.7% 6.5% 7.0% 6.7% 6.4% 5.7% 6.0% 5.2% 6.3%

African-American 6.8% 6.6% 7.7% 7.6% 7.9% 7.6% 7.3% 6.2% 6.4% 5.5% 6.7%

White 2.8% 3.2% 3.6% 3.5% 4.6% 4.5% 4.2% 4.5% 5.2% 4.8% 5.4%

Asian/PI* 6.1% 4.6% 3.5% 5.7% 4.8% 2.9%

Hispanic** 6.9% 7.9% 8.1% 11.4% 7.7% 12.4% 10.7% 7.5%

Maryland All Races 2.6% 2.9% 3.1% 3.1% 3.7% 3.6% 3.8% 3.9% 4.3% 4.2% 4.7%

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Late or no prenatal care - care beginning in 3rd trimester or no prenatal care.
Source: Maryland Department of  Health and Mental Hygiene, Maryland Annual Vital Statistics Report (2007 data are preliminary).
*Data for Asian and Pacif ic Islanders not available prior to 2001 (not yet available for 2007).
**Includes all births to mothers of  Hispanic origin of  any race, data not available prior to 2000. 

• In 2007, 6% of Baltimore City 
mothers received late or no 
prenatal care.  

 

• Compared to 1997, the per-
centage of African American 
mothers who received late or 
no prenatal care has de-
creased by 2%. Among whites 
and Hispanics, this percent-
age has increased—by 93% 
and 9%, respectively 
(comparing 2000 to 2007 for 
Hispanics). Since 2001, the 
percentage of Asian/Pacific 
Islander mothers who re-
ceived late or no prenatal care 
decreased by 53% (comparing 
2001 to 2006).  

 

• In Maryland, the percentage 
of births to women who had 
late or no prenatal care in-
creased by 81% since 1997. 




