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Baltimore City’s population peaked in 1950 and declined steadily until the 21st century. Since 2000, 
the decrease in the City’s population has slowed considerably to the point that population increases 
were observed in 2003 and 2006.  

Over the past decade and a half, the age distribution of Baltimore City residents has shifted to-
wards older age groups—with a decrease in the number of residents in the 20-39 year age group 
and an increase in number of residents in the 40-59 year age group. The proportion of Baltimore 
City’s population over 40 years of age increased from 38% in 1990 to 44% in 2007. In 2007, the 
median age of a Baltimore City resident was 35.4 years, slightly younger than residents of Maryland 
and the U.S. as a whole (with median ages of 37.4 and 36.6 years, respectively).  

Baltimore City Demographics 

Population Trends 

Age Distribution 

Baltimore City Population, 1950-1990 and 2000-2007
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau - 1950-2000 population counts come from the decennial census of  that particular year, counts for 2001-2007 (postcensal years) come f rom the Population 
Estimates Program (Vintage 2007). Vintage 2007 population estimates incorporate population challenges f iled by the City of  Baltimore f or 2001-2006; the 2007 challenge f or Baltimore 
City was not yet available. See technical notes f or more information about data f rom the Census.

Age Distribution, Baltimore City Residents 1990, 2000, and 2007
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau - 1990 Census, 2000 Census, and 2007 Population Estimates *Data for 2007 are derived f rom a dif f erent source than the 1990 and 2000 data (the population 
estimates program vs. decennial censuses) and represent a 7 year time increment (2000 to 2007) vs. a 10 year increment (1990 to 2000)
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• Nearly two thirds of city residents are African American and nearly one third are White.  
• Over the past decade and a half, the proportion of black Baltimore City residents has increased 

by 8% and the proportion of white Baltimore City residents has decreased by 17%. 

• While the classification of Asian race changed from the 1990 to the 2000 census (see note in 
graph below), the proportion of Asian Baltimore City residents has increased by at least 90% 
(comparing 1990 to 2007). 

• Comparing 1990 to 2007, the proportion of the population who were of Hispanic ethnicity has 
more than doubled—comprising 1% of the population in 1990 and 2.5% in 2007.  

Baltimore City Demographics 

Race and Ethnicity, 2007 

Race and Ethnicity Trend 

Total Population 637,455 Percent
Black or African American alone 407,851 64.0%
White alone 206,921 32.5%
Asian alone 13,077 2.1%
American Indian and Alaska Native alone 2,176 0.3%
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 295 0.0%
Two or more races 7,135 1.1%

Not Hispanic or Latino 621,602 97.5%
Hispanic or Latino 15,853 2.5%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 Population Estimates

Baltimore City Population by Race/Ethnicity, 2007

Race and Ethnicity*, Baltimore City residents, 1990, 2000, and 2007**
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1990 59.2% 39.1% 1.1% 0.6% 1.0%

2000 64.3% 31.6% 1.5% 2.5% 1.7%

2007** 64.0% 32.5% 2.1% 1.5% 2.5%

Black or African American White Asian Other Race Hispanic (any race)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau - 1990 Census, 2000 Census, and 2007 Population Estimates. *Race categories changed f rom the 1990 to 2000 census--respondents to the 2000 census were allowed to categorized themselves as 
more than one race and the categories were adjusted--the "Asian or Pacif ic Islander" changed to "Asian" and a category f or "Native Hawaiian and Other Pacif ic Islander" was created.  In the graph above, the "Other Race" 
category includes individuals of  the f ollowing races: American Indian or Alaska Native alone, Native Hawaiian or other Pacif ic Islander alone, or individuals of  two or more races. **Data for 2007 are derived f rom a dif f erent 
source than the 1990 and 2000 data (the population estimates program vs. decennial censuses) and represent a 7 year time increment (2000 to 2007) vs. a 10 year increment (1990 to 2000).
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Baltimore City Demographics 

Economic Characteristics 
2007 Household Income, Baltimore City
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau - American Community Survey, 2007

2007 Household Income, Maryland
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2007 Median Household Income in the Past 12 
months (in 2007 Inflation Adjusted Dollars), 

Baltimore City
Estimate

Margin of 
Error*

All Households 36,949 +/-896
Black or African American Alone 32,023 +/-1,276
White Alone 51,584 +/-2,805
Asian Alone 48,689 +/-11,504
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander Alone 61,711 +/-1,486
Two or More Races 34,860 +/-6,279

Hispanic or Latino 33,890 +/-5,883
White Alone, Not Hispanic or Latino 52,638 +/-3,624
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 American Community Survey (ACS)
*See technical notes for information about data from the ACS

• Forty percent of Baltimore City households 
reported an income of less than $30,000 in 
2007. Statewide, 20% of households reported 
an income in this range. 

 

• 2007 Baltimore City median household in-
come differed by race of the head of house-
hold.  

 

• The 2007 median household income in Balti-
more City for all races was $36,949; approxi-
mately half of the statewide median income. 
Maryland had the highest median household 
income nationwide during 2007 ($68,080). 

 

• Since 1990, the percentage of Baltimore City 
households reporting an annual median in-
come of $30,000 or greater has increased by 
almost 50% (from 40% of households in 1990 
to 60% in 2007). 

Median Annual Income Among Baltimore City Households: 1990, 2000, and 2007
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau - 1990 Census, 2000 Census, and 2007 American Community Survey (ACS) 
*Data points for 2007 are derived f rom a dif f erent source than the 1990 and 2000 data (the American Community Survey vs. decennial censuses) and represent a 7 year time increment (2000 to 2007) vs. a 10 year increment (1990 to 
2000). See technical notes f or more information about data f rom the Census.
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• In 2007, a family of four with 
two adults and two children un-
der 18 years would be considered 
“below poverty” if their annual 
income was less than $21,027.   
[U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 Poverty Threshold—
see technical notes for more information]. 

 

• Three times as many families liv-
ing in Baltimore City had an in-
come that was below the poverty 
level compared to Maryland 
families in 2007. 

Baltimore City Demographics 

Economic Characteristics 
Percentage of Families and Individuals Whose Income is Below Poverty 

Level (and 90% CI), Baltimore City vs. Maryland 2007
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All families 15% 5%

All Individuals 20% 8%

Baltimore City 2007 Maryland 2007

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 American Community Survey (error bars represent the 90% conf idence interval around the estimate).
See technical notes for more information on the American Community Survey (ACS) and f or more information on how Poverty threshold 
is determined.

• In 2007, more than three-
quarters of Baltimore City resi-
dents of all races had incomes 
that were above the poverty 
level, however, African Ameri-
can residents of Baltimore City 
were almost two times as likely 
than white residents to have a 
median income below the pov-
erty level.  

Percent of Individuals Above and Below Poverty by 
Race/Ethnicity, Baltimore City, 2007
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Below Poverty 24% 17% 15% 13%

Above Poverty 76% 83% 85% 87%

Black or African 
American

Hispanic/Latino 
(of any race)

Asian White

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 American Community Survey.
See technical notes for more information on how the Poverty threshold is determined and for more information 
about the ACS.

Percentage of Families Whose Income is Below Poverty Level, Baltimore City 1990, 2000, and 2007
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All families 18% 19% 15%

With related children under 18 years 27% 26% 20%

Female householder only, with 
related children under 18 years

45% 38% 35%

Female householder only, with 
related children under 5 years

54% 49% 36%

1990 2000 2007

Source: U.S. Census Bureau - 2000 Census, 1990 Census, and 2007 American Community Survey (survey data are presented with 90% conf idence intervals around estimates). See technical notes f or more 
information on how the poverty threshold is determined and for more information on comparison of  American Community Survey data to decennial Census data.

• Baltimore City families 
with children and a sin-
gle parent were more 
likely to have an in-
come below the pov-
erty level compared to 
families with no chil-
dren or two parents in 
1990, 2000, and 2007. 

 

• Over the past decade 
and a half, the percent-
age of Baltimore City 
families whose income 
was below the poverty 
level has decreased. 




